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OUR SCHOOL’S MISSION
Founded in 1826 as a preparatory school for Western Reserve College, Western Reserve Academy is
an independent, coeducational, boarding and day school, grades 9 through 12 (with a postgraduate
year), located in Hudson, Ohio, between Cleveland and Akron. Although the majority come from
Ohio, our current student body of 183 girls and 204 boys represents 23 states and 15 foreign coun-
tries. Approximately two-thirds of the Academy’s students board at the school.

A Western Reserve Academy education offers a transformational experience where students 
strive for excellence, live with integrity and act with compassion.

Our faculty cultivates intellectual curiosity through a challenging college preparatory program; our
students pursue a rigorous liberal arts curriculum and engage in the opportunities beyond the 
classroom in arts, athletics, and service, ensuring growth in mind, body, and spirit. Western Reserve
Academy’s close-knit community instills individual and social responsibility while preparing students
as citizens and leaders in an increasingly interconnected world.

OUR PROGRAM OF STUDY
Western Reserve Academy offers a traditional college-preparatory program committed to enabling 
academic excellence and to developing well-rounded students. Structured beginning-level courses
comprise the work load for younger students, while older students are provided with the opportunity
to supplement our traditional offerings with advanced work and with a myriad of electives. Our
classes generally meet four times a week, with three 50-minute class periods and one 75-minute class
period that provides for more in-depth exploration of the subject matter and extended time for lab
work. Attending classes six days per week, our students participate in an innovative Saturday Academy
as well. This program is comprised of class seminars and academic ECHO module courses designed to
extend, enrich, and support student learning in ways that are not possible in the weekday schedule.

115 College Street
Hudson, Ohio 44236

P: 330.650.5827
F: 330.650.9722

CEEB Code
362 655

wra.net
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
English: four-year sequence (4)

Mathematics: one credit earned in Applied Functions and
Finite Math (Math 40) or above and three years of 
math (3)

Foreign Language: three years of one language at WRA
(3)

Science: three full credits in science; Biology, Chemistry
and Physics required (3)

History: three full credits in history: Ancient World His-
tory, Modern World History and U.S. History (3)

Arts: two courses selected from two different art disciplines
or three courses in any one discipline. All students are re-
quired to take a half-credit course in the ninth grade (1)

Health All students must earn a half-credit in health. All
freshmen are required to take and successfully pass the
freshman Health Seminar course (.5)

Physical Education: all students earn a half-credit in phys-
ical education each academic year (.5)

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
To graduate, a student must complete the equiva-
lent of 21 credits, carrying a minimum load of six
credits in the freshman year, and a minimum of five
courses each marking period totalling 4.5 credits in
grades 10 through 12. 

Courses at WRA earn either a full or half credit. A
course meeting four times weekly for one year gives
a student one unit of credit, while courses that meet
for less time weekly, or for only half the year, earn
one-half credit.

Students who do not join our community in Grade
9 will be granted credits and exemption from our
course requirements on a case-by-case basis based
on grades from their previous high schools, place-
ment tests, and level of interest. Please see com-
ments on individual department requirements for
details that may affect these decisions.

Western Reserve Academy is accredited by the Ohio Department of Education and by the 
Independent Schools Association of the Central States (ISACS).



GRADING SYSTEM
Western Reserve Academy uses a 1-7 grading scale, with 7 as the highest mark. It is our belief that such a scale allows us to make finer dis-
tinctions among highly talented students of above-average ability. Our policy of not reporting class rank also hinges upon this same belief:
because of the highly selective nature of admission to Western Reserve Academy as well as the diverse abilities and talents of our student
body, numeric class rank would present a distorted image of performance among our students.

We do, however, recognize a responsibility to provide data that enables others outside our community to evaluate a student’s performance
relative to his or her peers. For that purpose, we offer the distribution of grade point averages below. Although we do not believe that there
is an exact equivalency to a 4.0 scale, we also provide a breakdown that allows for possible conversion to such a scale.

While you will notice that the converted scale posts 4.0 as the top-end equivalent, in all fairness to our students and our curriculum, a grade
of 7.0 on our scale really does go beyond a 4.0, for such a grade is rare and signals truly exceptional performance, as is reflected in the grade
distribution. Without inflation, our entire 7-point scale allows us to recognize a broader spectrum of academic efforts and performances of
students of above-average ability. We offer these last points to underscore the fact that ours is a rigorous grading system, and any conversion
to a 4.0 scale (or any other scale, for that matter) should place our individual grades at the upper ends of whatever corresponding ranges are
used. Additionally, please note that were you to attempt to re-calculate our GPA to a 4.0 scale, we would encourage you to use a 6.5 as the
4.0 equivalent given that a 6.5 to a 7.0 represents the equivalent of a 4.0.

ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT NOTES
Aside from rare cases, students must meet the specific requirements set by
the academic departments before entering advanced courses, such as those
with Honors, AP, or post-AP designations. As such, it is atypical for stu-
dents to enroll in these courses before the junior and senior years. 

WRA’s broad and deep curriculum, however, offers unique opportunities
within each department and features several distinctive elements that are par-
ticularly worthy of mention here due to their rigor and sophistication:

Senior Thesis – This semester-long, senior elective engages students with a
deep exploration of a self-selected topic, resulting in a thorough research
paper of 12 to 25 pages.

English Department – In addition to the rigorous alignment of the four years
of English, the department requires a passing grade of all students on the Jun-
ior Writing Exam. The department added the AP English Composition &
Language class to the curriculum starting in the 2013-14 academic year. All
students are in English-speaking classes as we do not offer ESL courses.

Independent Study – Students with specific interests or who have exceeded our
curricular offerings are able to petition for an independent study.

Modern & Classical Languages Department – Our accelerated curricula
in all of our foreign languages pursue AP, a fifth-year course, in the fourth

year. As such, our language course numbers (1, 2, 3) do not correspond
with the more-standard curricula at other schools. Consequently, few stu-
dents are able to move seamlessly from another curriculum into ours with-
out repeating a course.

History Department – There are significant research papers and correlating
contests offered in the Modern World History and U.S. History courses. In addi-
tion to the consistent rigor throughout the curriculum, AP Economics (a year-
long offering of AP Microeconomics and AP Macroeconomics) results annually
in more than 60 percent of our students earning a 5 or 6 on the AP Micro and
AP Macro exams, and with more than 83 percent earning a 4 or 5. AP U.S. His-
tory yields more than 92 percent of our students earning a 4 or 5 on the AP
exam, and an average U.S. History SAT subject test score of more than 700 for
those students.

Mathematics Department – Our nontraditional math curriculum accelerates
our students by combining Geometry into traditional Algebra I and Algebra II
courses. Consequently, more than 83 percent of our seniors reach Calculus.
Our curriculum culminates in post-AP courses of Multivariable Calculus and
Linear Algebra, which may be taken independently or together. Additionally,
two semesters of Computer Science are offered.

Beginning Arabic & Middle Eastern Studies – These rigorous courses en-
gage students with a blended study of Arabic culture and fundamentals of
the language.
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Score Distributions for the Class of 2014

Advanced Placement
Western Reserve Academy offers courses through the Advanced Placement Program of the CEEB. During the
2012-13 school year, 162 seniors and juniors took a total of 432 AP examinations. Eighty-eight percent of the
scores received were 3 or higher on the AP scale, yielding the following distribution:

English
AP English Literature & Composition
AP Engish Language & Composition

Fine & Performing Arts
Honors Dance

History
AP Art History
AP United States History
AP Government and Politics - Comparative 
and U.S.
AP European History
AP Economics (AP Micro & AP Macro)

Mathematics
Geometric & Algebraic Reasoning Honors 
(Math 22)
Intermediate Algebraic Reasoning Honors 
(Math 32)
Accelerated Algebraic Concepts (Math 33)
Precalculus Honors (Math 42)
Precalculus Honors with Enrichment (Math 43)
AP Calculus AB (Math 52)
AP Calculus BC (Math 53)
AP Statistics (Math 55)
Multivariable Calculus (Math 63)

Linear Algebra (Math 64)
Multivariable Calculus and Linear Algebra 
(Math 65)

Modern & Classical Languages
French III Honors
AP French Language and Culture
French V Civilization
AP German Language and Culture
German V Conversation
AP Latin
AP Mandarin Chinese Language and Culture
Mandarin Chinese V Conversation
Spanish III Honors
AP Spanish Language and Culture
Spanish V Conversation
Spanish V Civilization and Culture

Science
AP Biology
AP Environmental Science
Physics Honors
AP Physics B
AP Physics C Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism
Chemistry Honors
AP Chemistry

Advanced Courses
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5
4
3

Number of
grades reported

147
76
58

Class Mean: CR-614 Math-643 WR-614

75%ile: CR-670 Math-710 WR-670

25%ile: CR-550 Math-580 WR-540

Percentage
of Total

46%
24%
18%

Subject
Biology-E
Biology-M
Chemistry
Literature
Math 1
Math 2
Physics
U.S. HistoryClass

2014
2013
2012
2011

Number
101
112
93
90

Semifinalists
6
7
7
5

Commended
6
4
8
5

Number of
Students

11
18
35
14
15
51
19
29

Mean
Score
669
695
688
651
685
728
702
689

SAT Reasoning SAT Subject Tests

Composite: 27.9 Subscores: English 27.8/Math 28.8/

Reading 27.8/Science 26.7

ACT Averages

National Merit and Achievement Competitions



The Ohio State University (20)
Denison University (14)
Miami University (14)
New York University (11)
Washington University in St. Louis (9)
Rhodes College (8)
The College of Wooster (8)
The University of Akron (8)
University of Michigan (8)
Wake Forest University (8)
Carnegie Mellon University (7)
Case Western Reserve University (7)
United States Naval Academy (7)
Cornell University (6)
Hobart and William Smith Colleges (6)
Northwestern University (6)
The George Washington University (6)
Boston College (5) 
DePauw University (5)
Dickinson College (5)
Franklin and Marshall College (5)
Furman University (5)
High Point University (5)
Kenyon College (5)
Sewanee: The University of the South (5)
Syracuse University (5)
University of Colorado at Boulder (5)
Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (5)
Amherst College (4)
Babson College (4)
Bates College (4)

Brown University (4)
Colgate University (4)
Connecticut College (4)
Dartmouth College (4)
Emory University (4)
Hamilton College – NY (4)
Indiana University at Bloomington (4)
Ohio Wesleyan University (4)
University of Richmond (4)
University of Southern California (4)
Wesleyan University (4)
Boston University (3)
Bucknell University (3)
California Institute of Technology (3)
Claremont McKenna College (3)
Drexel University (3)
Duke University (3)
Goucher College (3)
John Carroll University (3)
Kent State University (3)
Knox College (3)
Morehouse College (3)
Purdue University (3)
Roanoke College (3)
Smith College (3)
Southern Methodist University (3)
St. Olaf College (3)
University of Pennsylvania (3)
University of Washington (3)
Villanova University (3)
Williams College (3)

Yale University (3)
Allegheny College (2)
American University (2)
Arizona State University (2)
Berklee College of Music (2)
Bowdoin College (2)
Bryant University (2)
Butler University (2)
Clemson University (2)
Colby College (2)
College of Charleston (2)
Columbia University (2)
Georgetown University (2)
Georgia Institute of Technology (2)
Lehigh University (2)
Loyola University New Orleans (2)
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2)
Northeast Ohio Medical University (2)
Northeastern University (2)
Ohio University (2)
Oxford College of Emory University (2)
Rollins College (2)
St. Lawrence University (2)
Stanford University (2)
The Catholic University of America (2)
Tufts University (2)
Tulane University (2)
University of California at Los Angeles (2)
University of Cincinnati (2)
University of Vermont (2)
Vanderbilt University (2)

DISTINCTIVE PROGRAMS
Saturday Academy sets WRA apart by offering an elective program
on Saturday mornings that allows students to discover a new passion
or pursue an area of academic aptitude in depth. In addition to
ECHO modules, Class Seminars are organized by class and meet
seven times per year. 

The International Summer Science School Heidelberg program is
a summer study program that provides students the opportunity to
work on research projects at one of the institute’s prestigious
schools, including the Max Planck Institute for Nuclear Physics and
the German Cancer Research Center.

The Ellen C. Long Study Abroad Program (ELISA) is a fully-
funded summer home stay program of language immersion and cul-
tural enrichment offered to qualified sophomores. Students have
traveled to Costa Rica, Germany, France and Italy. 

The Caterham Exchange Program is a student-exchange program
with the Caterham School in Surrey, England, that allows selected
students the opportunity to study over the summer at Caterham.

The Robotics Team competes in the USFirst Technology Challenge.

The Molecular Medicine at the Cleveland Clinic Internship is a
yearlong program where students travel to the Cleveland Clinic to
work on cutting-edge cancer vaccine research in the clinic’s state-of-
the-art labs. This internship is available exclusively to WRA students.

The Cleveland Institute of Art Pre-College Program offers an art
student a full scholarship to the institute’s two-week residential sum-
mer program that allows the recipient to experience the life of an art
student while using the institute’s tools and studio spaces.

WRA students compete annually in the Technology Student Associ-
ation TEAMS Competition. This past year, WRA earned two first-
place finishes in Ohio and two top 10 finishes at the national level.

The Morgan Leaders program selects the finest student leaders for
a yearlong leadership training program that includes seminars and
travel opportunities to meet with WRA alumni in prominent lead-
ership positions.

The Class of 1974 Advancement Grant helps students pursue
summer study opportunities. Funds have helped students partici-
pate in a variety of projects, including a National Geographic Stu-
dent Expedition, and working in the biometric robotics lab at Case
Western Reserve University.

COLLEGE MATRICULATION 2009-2013

In the past five years, two or more Western Reserve Academy graduates have enrolled in the following colleges.


